WEDDING CUSTOMS IN THE OHRID VILLAGE OF PEŠTANI

By Bob Leibman

(This is a revised and shortened version of an article which originally appeared in Makedonski folklor, V, 9-10, 1972. I will be leading a recreation of some of the events of such a wedding this coming Thanksgiving at Texas Camp – as I did on several occasions in the early 70’s at the pre-Balkan Camp events at Sweet’s Mill and at the Mendocino Folklore Camp.)

Introduction.  The following description of wedding customs not only refers to Peštani, which is a village on the shores of Lake Ohrid, about 10 km south of the town of Ohrid, but also would apply to its neighboring villages of Elšani, Trpejca, Konsko, and Šipoknovo as well.  It is based on my attendance at several weddings in Peštani and one in Trpejca, during which I filmed and recorded many of the customs described, and interviews which I conducted with many people in Peštani as well as a few in Konsko and Elšani. All of this occurred back in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s. Current weddings have changed considerably, I am told, but I have not yet had time to investigate or attend. 

Most weddings in Peštani are held on August 28, the Orthodox church holiday called Bogarodica (the God-bearer = Mary, mother of Christ) regardless of the day in the week on which it falls. (It is called the Assumption in English. August 28 is the new calendar equivalent of the old calendar August 15. Catholics, Protestants and many Orthodox churches have adopted the new calendar and still celebrate the Assumption on Aug 15.) The reasons for scheduling weddings in this manner seems to be related to the large number of men, both now and earlier, who go away na pečalba, to work in other parts of the Balkans or in foreign countries. These men return to the village on important holidays; if they are far away, they may only manage to return for this one occasion. Very often the groom himself is among this number, returning to the village on this day to get married. He will leave home again soon after the wedding and will normally leave his new bride at home, although some recent examples indicate that this pattern may be changing.

For reasons of space, events preceding the wedding  (choice of partner, agreement, engagement, and exchange of Easter visits) and those following it ("pitulica" and exchange of visits) have not  been included in this paper 

In the descriptive text which follows, local village words are used in cases where no concise English equivalent exists. These words always appear in italics. 


svekor - the groom's father, with respect to the bride 

svekrva - the groom's mother, with respect to the bride

svat - the father of the groom or bride, with respect to members of the other family 


svajkja - the mother of the groom or bride, with respect to members of the other family; 
also the name given to a special bread 

pogolem bratim (hereafter pg. b.) - a married male relative of the groom, who instructs the groom in this duties during the wedding 

pomal bratim (hereafter pm. b.) - an unmarried male relative of the groom who serves as general helper to the groom 

bratimi – reference to both pogolem bratim and pomal bratim
nestinski bratim (hereafter n.b.) - a close male relative of the groom who is responsible for getting the bride and bringíng her to the church  


(nest- is a contraction of nevest- referring to the bride)

kum - a type of godfather to the couple and their future children, usually kum to the groom's parents as well

kuma - the kum's wife

starosvat - a close male relative of the groom who is responsible for getting the bride's gifts and clothing to her new house 

bajraktar – the flag-bearer who leads the procession when going to get the bride and then going to the church and back to the groom’s

mustuldžija - a man who goes ahead of the wedding party to announce their imminent arrival

pogača - a type of bread, cylindrical in shape 

rajkija - a strong, home-made alcoholic drink, brandy

kravajče (pl. kravajčinja) - a small bread 

karta - a wooden canteen-shaped container for wine 

Certain activities which occur often during the wedding will be here described in detail, and in the text will be referred to. 

Greetings. Anytime a group of people from one family visit the other’s house, the hosts form a line extending from inside the house, down the stairs and into the yard, with the head of the household and immediate family near the front. The visitors form a similar line extending back through the yard to the gates, or beyond, and slowly move forward along the other line, giving each person the opportunity to greet everyone of the opposite family. The individual greetings depend on the ages and relationships of the people involved. In general, younger people take an elder person’s hand and, bending over, put the back of it to their lips, forehead, and again to their lips. People of the same age generally shake hands and may kiss on the cheeks or lips. Inside, the visitors are seated at prepared tables and are again greeted by many of the host family. Others of the host family busy themselves bringing in sweets and drinks. Beer and soft drinks are served in the bottle, wine in bottles or pitchers placed on the table from which one pours into a glass for himself, rajkija in bottles or decanters, or if hot, in small china pitchers. In general, several males of the host family remain standing amidst the guests at all times, filling their glasses, toasting and singing with them and making sure that they are well satisfied and happy. The drinking, singing, and toasting continue until dinner is served, or until the guests leave, interrupted only by customs which will be described.

Gifting by the bride.  In all cases where the bride gifts a large number of people, she first greets the person, kissing or shaking his hand. Then, after she is handed the gift intended for this person (by her mother or the svekrva), she places the gift on the person’s right shoulder, and again shakes or kisses his hand, this time receiving some money, bakšiš, in return. More generally, giving is generally reciprocated in some form.

Choosing a partner. Girls and boys these days go together freely and decide for themselves with whom and when they will get married. It is rare for parents to try to prevent such a marriage or arrange one without consulting the child involved. (Until World War II, however, it was common for the parents to choose the partner for their child, and they often directed him to stop seeing the person he was then interested in and begin going with the one they desired.) When a boy and girl wish to get engaged, the boy informs his parents through some relative with whom he can talk. When his father hears of his desire, he will call him over and ask him if he wants to get married and the boy will answer that he does.

Preparations before the wedding. A week or two before the wedding, they knead the pogači needed for the wedding. They must, however, wait for the right time to knead the first group of pogači. It can only be done on a Monday or Thursday, and only while the moon is waxing [that the couple's family grow like the moon]. They first sift the flour while singing “Brašno se seit” and then, after adding the yeast, they knead as many pogači as will fit into the oven, this time singing the song “Svajka se mesit”. When the pogači are all kneaded and baked, the svekrva will take them with her and go out to invite the kum, bratimi, and close relatives to whom she gives these svajkas. On the ensuing days, more pogači will be baked as well as other bread for the wedding, but without the ceremonies attached to doing this the first time. All this is also done at the girl's house except that they don't invite the bratimi and kum (who are all members of the groom’s party.) A day or two before the wedding, at both houses, they again knead and bake severa1 pogači to be used during the wedding. On the day before the wedding, the engaged girl prepares a plate full of bouquets of basil which she will hand out that evening at the stroj. 

During the entire period between the engagement and the wedding, the bride-to-be has been busy preparing her gifts although many are now store-bought. Her girl friends and relatives often visit to help, and on these occasions they may sing songs. A few days before the wedding, several women and girls gather at the engaged boy's house with one or two men and go to the girls' house to get her prike: all the gifts, clothing and furniture she is bringing with her. This usually includes a large clothes cabinet, bed, chairs, etc., store-bought clothes and some pillows, blankets and other items made by the bride. They have been on display at the girl's house, and when brought to the boy's, they will again be put out on display. (Earlier, the prike consisted of one trunkful of handmade clothes.) 

The eve of the wedding. About 5 PM on the day before the ceremony, some women gather at the boy's house to decorate a karta. After first filling it with wine, they decorate it with flowers and coins while singing the song “Karta se prait”. 

	​​
Karta se prait, oj milo male, ka .

Koj mi go prait, junakova sestra, koj


Karta mu se milno molit, ka

Ubo da me mene ​​napraite, Uu


Ut ke pojdam mnogu na daleku, uu


D’n me mene šega podbieat, d’n
	 The karta is made, oh dear girl,

 Who is making it, the hero’s sister,

 The karta begs of her,

  Decorate me very nicely,

  For I must go very far away,

  



  Each line is sung to the same melody, which is fairly narrow in range.


  Most of the other wedding songs are similar to this.

Sometimes they also dance with the decorated karta to their own a cappella singing of other more melodic songs, mainly in 2/4. Then one or two boys, relatives, are given the karta and told to begin at one end of the village and go through the entire village inviting every house to the public part of the wedding. They go to a house and hand the karta to one of the elder inhabitants while inviting and then they go on. Only close relatives are actually given the karta to drink from. The conversation goes as follows: 

	​​
Boys: "Dobro veče." 


Householder: "Dobro dojdovte." 


Boys: "Dobro najdovme. 


      Da poelite da dojdite na svadba kaj …". 


Householder: "Da se živi, da se kerdosat."
	 Good evening.

 Welcome. 

 Thank you (Good we found you)

 You are invited to come to the wedding at…

 That we live and .. 

  


A similar karta is decorated at the girl's house and often the two sets of boys go together to do the inviting. 

About this time, the orchestra will arrive, either from Ohrid, or Bitola, or even Skopje. Most orchestras consist of at least one accordion, a clarinet, and a tapan. Often there is a fourth instrument, which can be a second clarinet or accordion, a violin, or more rarely a trumpet. Such orchestras are referred to locally as čalgija. Because there are often several weddings occurring at once (on August 28), some families may find themselves with no čalgija.  In that case, they may hire a band consisting of two zurli and a tapan. When the orchestra arrives in the village, they immediately begin to play. They are greeted there by someone from the boy's family who leads them to the boy's house. Besides the money which they make at the wedding, when they are paid for particular requests, they are also paid a fixed sum by the svekor, commonly over 1000 dinars ($70). They receive part of it as a deposit at the time that they are hired and the rest at the end of the wedding. 

Now people begin to arrive at the boy’s and the orchestra plays for them. About 7 or 8 PM, the engaged boy, his father (the svekor) and others go out with the orchestra and to get the kum and other close relatives and escort them back to the groom’s where they are served food and drink by the bratimi. 

About 9 PM, after everyone has gathered at the boy's, the strojničari set off to the stroj at the girl's house accompanied by the orchestra. The svekor carries with him a cloth bag in which are a pogača, a kilo of candy, and a bottle each of wine and rajkija. The svekrva also goes, but not the groom. When they arrive at the girl's, the strojničari are greeted by the girl's father and his invited relatives, seated and served food and drink, but the orchestra returns to the boy's home where they play for those who remained there. After some time, the girl's father will slip into a seat next to the svekor at the head of the table and drink with him awhile. Then they begin to haggle and finally, agree on a sum of money to be paid to the girl's father for his costs in getting her ready. Since everyone has had enough money in recent years, this custom is done in form only, and the money which is received will be completely returnd to the svekor. Now they drink and toast each other with rajkija. The svekor takes the pogača out of his bag and, the two fathers each grab one end and break it in two. [So that neither takes all the luck.]  It is considered proper for the svekor to get the larger half, and so it is pre-weakened to divide that way. The svekor divides his own half and gives a part to the bride's father and says: "Friend, I am giving you this piece of bread for the bride, that she be ready tomorrow.” The svekor then takes the wine, rajkija, and candy from his bag and suggests that they now all drink from the groom's rajkija and they do. They continue to drink and celebrate until it is about time for the guests to leave. Then the bride-to-be enters and greets and gifts the strojničari.  Besides giving them each a gift which she places on their right shoulders, the girl also gives each strojničar a small bouquet of basil which he will place over his right ear. (See note on gifting.) Then the svekor sends word to the orchestra to come and the strojničari return to the boy's house. Only now do the girl's family and relatives, who have served the strojničari, sit down to eat dinner, while those who can manage it continue the celebration at the boy's. 

After a while, the girl will go to the water (the lake), accompanied by some of her women relatives, and sometimes, by the other guests and the orchestra. She carries two pitchers in her hands; and a silver coin in her mouth. At the water, she spits the coins into the water [to pay for the water she will take] and then fills the jugs with water which she brings home, [to bring luck into her parents' house for the last time]. The women who went with her sing. 

	  1. Petlite peat, zora se zori, lele džanum,

        Petlite peat, zora se zori.

2. Radini druški na voda odat, lele džanum,

3. Na voda odat za roda oborvat, lele džanum,

4. Radina majka na porta stoi, lele džanum,

5. Dobro ti utro Radini majko, bilim džanum,

6. Kamo ja babo našata druška, bilim džanum,

7. Rada palala meka postela, bilim džanum,

8. Beloto lice mu otenalo, bilim džanum,

9. Crnite oči mu potrnalo, bilim džanum,
	The rooster crows, the day is dawning,

Rada’s friends go to the water,

They go to the water …

Rada’s mother stands at the door,

Good morning, Radina’s mother,

Where is…

Rada   …   soft bed,

Her pretty face…

Her dark eyes …


About this time, the groom-to-be will also go to the water in the same manner. After this, those guests at both houses who have lasted this long, now go home to sleep a bit, while the parents prepare for the next day. 

The day of the wedding. When they awake at the boy's, they all wash and have breakfast. Soon, people begin to arrive, and after a while, they go with the orchestra to invite the kum, bratimi, and close relatives. When they return, the groom is ritually shaved by one of his best men, a close friend, or even a barber. While this is being done, several women stand around them and sing the song “Bričko se bričit”  (In times past, this was the first shave for many boys.)

At about the same time, they take the clothes which he will be wearing and weigh them three times [in order to chase off any evil]. Then several of them, especially his sisters, each take one piece of his clothing and holding or wearing it, they “dance it” three times around. 

The groom's clothing. Nowadays, the groom wears a new suit, usually cut in whatever style is then popular, a white shirt, tie, shoes, etc. (Earlier, however, the groom wore a white skirt, or fustan, made of store-bought cloth. This was worn only by a groom on the day of his wedding, and since there were at most 5 or 6 in any one village, they were often borrowed. In addition, he wore a pair of white pants, or gajki, made of homespun cloth, a džamedan or jacket of reddish-brown wool with black trim, without sleeves, and on his head, a woolen cap, or kačula. In addition, he wore a white shirt, colored woolen socks, and shoes.) 

Now the guests are all served lunch while the boy dresses in his new clothes. After he has dressed, his mother gives him a kerchief with a gold ring attached to one corner, which she has saved for him since the engagement, when it was sent as a nišan by the bride's mother. He wears this about his neck, folding it in half through the two corners adjacent to the one with the ring, and tying them in front, while the other two corners hang at back, pointing down the center of his back. Now, when all are done eating and ready to go, the boy goes to his parents, who are seated, and bids farewell to them and his bachelorhood. He kisses their hands; and they kiss his face. Now the svekrva gifts her son and his two best men, each with a large, handsome towel which she places on his right shoulder, so that the towels hang down below the waist at front and back. 

Going to get the bride. Before setting off, the groom's family gifts the members of the orchestra with a towel each. (Earlier in the wedding, they had already been given kerchiefs which were tied about their instruments.) Also before setting off, songs are sung to the svekor. Except for the cooks, the svekrva and a few other women, almost everyone goes to the bride's if she lives in the same village. If she is in a different village, fewer people go depending on the distance, and the general means of transportation. Thus if they are going by car, train, or bus, the costs involved will keep the number down. When they set off, the orchestra and a group of dancers led by the the flagbearer (bajraktar) depart first. They are followed in no particular order by the svekor, who carries a cloth bag in which there are candies and coins, a bottle of wine, and a pogača; the kum; the kuma who carries a sieve in which there is a cloth to cover the couple in church, candles, crowns, sugar, candies, barley, rice and sometimes coins; the staro svat who carries a bag with a pogača; the nestinski brat who carries a silver ring with one or two coins attached by red thread, and a bag in which there is a pogača, a bottle of wine, and a pair of shoes for the bride, and he is accompanied by a small boy wearing the bridal wreath; the mustuldžija who carries a bottle of wine with a kerchief tied to it; and other relatives and friends and onlookers who walk or dance forward in small groups. Towards the rear, comes the groom, flanked on either side by his best men. Behind the groom walks his sister(s) or sisters-in-law, who wipe out his footprints. [In either case, this was done to protect the groom from magic which might be worked on him.] When they get near the bride's, the mustuldžija goes ahead to her house to inform them of the imminent arrival of the guests and to ask whether the bride is ready. He is at first told that she isn't ready or that she is in the hills, but finally they tell him that she is ready, accept his bottle of wine, replace it with their own, replace the kerchief, and return it to him. Now he returns to the guests and tells them that all is ready and they all continue on to the bride's. 

The bride has spent the morning getting ready. Nowadays, she wears a store-bought white bridal gown. (Earlier, the bride wore a particularly festive variant of her normal village clothes. The last bride to wear such clothes in Peštani was in 1965. Above her under-garments, the bride wore a mintan, a jacket with velvet sleeves which are the only part which will be visible; then came a košula, a long white shift reaching to above the ankle, with a thin line of embroidery and beadwork about the neck and down the front edges to the waist, and with sleeves ending in a triangular lace pattern with silver sequins at the intersections; this was followed by the klašenik, a thigh-length, sleeveless, white woolen jacket, embroidered on the breast in front, near the bottom in back, and along the borders; next came an elek, a waist-length, sleeveless vest covered in back with store-bought patterned material, and in the front with silver filigree work on a black background. This was all bound with a black rope belt which was wound more than twenty times about. Over all this she might wear the nestinsko džube, a black woolen, thigh-length, sleeveless jacket with red trim whose front panels were folded back; then a woolen bovče or apron with vertical stripes which was covered by one of pure white cloth with lacework at the bottom. About her waist, but tucked in behind the aprons, she wore two kerchiefs of solid colors, while on either side two or more embroidered kerchiefs were folded over the aprons to hang down. Now as decoration, a kolan, or chain of coins, was attached at either breast and in the centre near the top of her apron. On her head she wore a red kerchief forming a straight line across her forehead, and to this there might be attached some jewelery, especially some gold coins which hung down on her forehead. Her hair was parted in the center with long pigtails, natural or attached, down the back, and these were decorated with colored bows and some coins. As at the groom's, the bride's clothes are bundled together and weighed on a scale three times. When the groom and his party arrive at the bride's (some women or girls sing to them). The guests all enter the yard and are greeted, while the bride, in her room with her attendants, looks out her window attempting to see the groom through a ring held near her eye and a sieve held at a slightly greater distance [that he be pure as silver and sit, or satisfied as a sito, or sieve]. When they enter, the groom and his best men find a nice spot in the yard off to one side, and there they will stand until they set off for the church. After being greeted in the yard, only the male guests, led by the svekor, enter the house and are seated and served. When they are seated, some women of the bride's family approach and sing to the svekor and then they take the bag he brought with the pogača and wine. Meanwhile, the women, children, and onlookers remain in the yard with the orchestra where they dance and await the bride. The kuma, holding her sieve, and a few close women relatives, one of whom has the apples, remain behind the groom. Soon, the bride's brother, mother, and relatives, mainly female, come out into the yard with presents to begin the borenje, or fighting, and the "gifting of the bride." 

The nestinski brat and the little boy with him enter the bride's room where the bride is hidden from his view by her attendants. After he is greeted by everyone, he asks to see the bride. At first, they jokingly say that she isn't there, that she is in the hills, etc., but after some discussion he pays them some money and the bride is disclosed. After she greets him and the boy, he takes the pair of shoes from his bag and the bottle of wine, and pours some of the wine into the heel of the right shoe. He also places the silver ring in the heel. Then he puts the heel to the bride's mouth three times for her to drink the wine. (Some say that he teases her the first two times and that she only gets to drink the wine the third time.) Now he takes the ring and places it on the third finger of her left hand and then puts her shoes on her feet, right foot first. (Sometimes the bride will twice push the right shoe away before permitting him to place it on her foot.) When he finishes this, he takes the wreath off the boy’s head and places it on the bride's head, while she bends over a bit to help him. (Again, he might place and remove it twice before finally placing it the third time.) The wreath is now a store-bought white bridal wreath with a white veil. Now the bride gifts them with towels and they are seated at a table to have some lunch, but before they have lunch, the nestinski brat must take the pogača out of his bag and he breaks it in half with the bride's brother in a contest to see who will get the larger half. He puts his half in his bag so that it won't be empty when he returns to the groom's, while the other half is broken up and given to all those in attendance in the bride's room. When they finish eating lunch, they return to the room in which the svekor and groom's male relatives are being hosted by the bride's father. The svekor asks the n.b. if he has completed his job. When he receives an affirmative reply, the svekor and his party get up and with the n.b. and boy, return to the yard to await the bride. 

Meanwhile, in the yard, the bride's brother approaches the groom and three times offers him a glass of sweet wine [that the groom be sweet and gentle to the bride]. Twice he teasingly takes it back, but on the third time the groom takes the glass, drinks, and throws any remaining wine over his right shoulder. The bride's brother now greets and kisses the groom and his best men and then before gifting the groom with some material for a suit, he slaps the groom three times on the face lightly with the cloth. Finally, he places small bouquets of flowers over the right ears of the groom and his best men. This set of activities is called “fighting”, because the bride's brother slaps the groom. 

When the bride's brother finishes, the bride’s mother approaches and, after greeting all three, she places a kravajče(small bread) wrapped in a kerchief in the right inside pocket of the groom's jacket. He carries this home to be eaten there with the bride. Then she begins the "gifting of the bride by her relatives" which is done by placing gifts on the groom's shoulder. In addition to her own gifts, the bride's mother places gifts from people who are not themselves in attendance. When she is finished, she receives from the groom a pair of shoes. Now other relatives of the bride, mainly female, approach, greet the groom and his best men and put a gift on the groom's right shoulder. After gifting the groom, each gifter receives an apple from a female relative of the groom who stands behind him with a bag of apples. Another female relative removes the gifts from the groom's shoulder whenever the pile gets too large. [The apples are given so that the groom won't keep all the luck.] 

About the time that the svekor and his party return to the yard and join in the dancing, the gifting there is being completed, and the bride's mother, brother, and other relatives go inside and join her father and male relatives in the room just vacated by the svekor. The bride's brother gets her from her room and leads her into the room in which her parents and relatives await her. Here she bids them farewell. Beginning with her father, the bride greets and gifts all her relatives. This occasion is marked by deep feelings and much crying. When she has finished, the bride is ready to depart. Her brother takes her under the right arm, while another close male relative takes her by the left, and they slowly lead her out of the house, while a small boy with living parents, a relative, precedes her, leading her by a kerchief which he holds in his right hand and she in her left.  As she is led out of the house, her female relatives sing Čerešna se kornit ot koren. 

	
         Čerešna se kornit ot koren,

           A mome se deli od majka,

         Proštavaj, majko, proštavaj,

         Proštavaj me, cela rodnino.

         Proštavaj, tatko, proštavaj,

         Proštavaj me, cela rodnino.

         Do sega sum majko slušalo,

         Ot sega ke slušam svekrva,

         Svekor, svekrva, jatrva, 

         I najmaloto deverče.
	Just as a pit is removed from the center of a cherry,

So is the bride separated from her mother.

Forgive me, mother, forgive me,

Forgive me, my family,

Forgive me, father, forgive me,

Forgive me, my family,

Until now I have obeyed my mother,

From now on I will obey my mother-in-law,

My father-in-law, my mother-in-law, sister-in-law,

And even my youngest brother-in-law.


In the yard, the bride's mother gives her a small kravajče to throw on the roof of the house [to give luck to her parents' house]. As the bride is there in the yard, about to set off, the groom and his best men start off by moving to their right about the yard. As they pass behind the bride, the groom strikes her lightly three times on the back. They then continue on to their right and exit by the gate, ahead of the bride. 

Procession to the Church. They all set off for the church. The musicians and dancers, led by the bajraktar with the flag, lead the procession. They are followed by the wedding guests, kum and kuma, who still carries the sieve with the earlier-mentioned items, the nestinski brat with half of a pogača in his bag, the svekor with the newly received pogača in his bag, and others, including the groom who is still flanked by his two best men. Behind them all comes the bride, led by the small boy and supported on either side as described. With her also are her girl friends and relatives, but not her parents, who remain in their own yard. Behind her walks her sister or sister-in-law who brushes out her foot-prints. [Again this is to protect the bride from magic.] When they reach pol pat, a point about half-way to their destination, or after about 100 m. if they are going to another village, the bride will be given over to the groom's family.  A young male relative of the groom (with living parents) will bargain for the bride with the boy who led her by a kerchief, and, when they have settled on a price and he has paid, this boy from the groom's family replaces the one from the bride's family, giving the bride a different kerchief to hold. The bride gifts the boy and the two men from her family who led her until now and then the latter two kiss with the nestinski brat and another close male relative of the groom's who now replace them in supporting the bride under either arm. The procession now continues on with the svekor walking behind the bride throwing candy, money and rice over her, while the bride's relatives all return to her house for lunch. The groom’s mother (svekrva), who didn't go to the bride's, awaits them at the church. She came from home in the company of two close female relatives and brought with her a glass of wine, a grabjalnica which is a large round tray filled with alva, and three breads. At the church, the groom and his bratimi, the bride and her escorts, the kum and kuma, svekor and svekrva and close relatives will attend the ceremony, while many guests and onlookers go to an open area near the church, where the orchestra plays for them to dance. If there is another ceremony in process or if they must wait for the priest to arrive, the bride and groom wait off to the side. In particular, two brides should not see each other. If they are about to see each other, their escorts will attempt to hide them or they will turn their faces away. [It is said that if they see each other, one of them won't have children.] When the church is empty and the priest is there, the svekrva enters first to give the priest the items which she brought. The kum also gives the priest the candles, and crowns to be used in the ceremony. The groom and best men enter, and then the bride enters with her escorts who place her on the groom's left, between him and the younger (unmarried) best man. The kum stands behind them and the others about them in a semi-circle. The rest of the church is filled by guests, friends and onlookers, many of whom are children and the whole service is conducted in a noisy, distracting atmosphere.

The main points of the ceremony are as follows: the candles are lit and held by the couple and who are then “joined” by having a single large piece of cloth placed by the kum across their backs and shoulders. Now the priest gives the bride two of the breads which the svekrva brought and places them under either arm. [This is done so that the house will always be full of food.] The kum takes the rings which the priest. has just blessed, and holding them, crosses his arms three times, places them on the couple's fingers three times –i.e., first he does this with his right arm crossed over his left, then uncrosses them and crosses them with his right arm under his left, and finally he uncrosses them and then recrosses them with the right on top again. After the priest blesses and places the metal crowns on their heads, the kum removes and replaces them three times in a similar manner, crossing his arms three times while alternating which arm is on top. From the third bread which the svekrva brought the priest cuts off a small piece which he divides, giving one piece each to the groom, bride, both best men, and kum, after which he gives them each three sips of wine which was also brought by the svekrva. Now the priest leads them three times about (moving counterclockwise – as in the dances of this region) the table on which he keeps the articles used during the service, while the kuma walks behind them throwing candy, coins and grain on the couple. After they are officially registered and have been congratulated by the svekor, svekrva and kum, the priest gives each of the five principals a taste from the grabjalnica and then everyone else in the church fights to grab a taste. 
The best men, groom and the bride, who is still led by the boy with the kerchief, turn as a group and exit by the front door. After posing for pictures in the churchyard, they continue on to the groom's by a different route than the one they came by [so that no one will be able to work magic on the couple]. The dancers and orchestra are in the lead as usual, while the kum walks behind the couple throwing coins and grain on them. The couple are still wearing their crowns, carrying the candles and are covered by the cloth. 

The bride's entry into the new house. (lf there was no church ceremony, then after the kum performs an abbreviated ceremony along the way, involving the candles, crowns, rings and cloth covering; the svekrva herself places the breads under the bride's arms at the gate to the groom's yard.) Upon entering the yard, the kum leads a dance three times around, with the bride and groom next to him. In front of the house door, the svekrva gives the groom a rose branch with three forks, each with an apple impaled on it. He takes this and taps the bride three times on the back and then throws it onto the roof. [This is done that the bride bear children as the rose branch bears flowers.] Now the bride is given a small kravajče to throw onto the roof [in order to bring luck to her new house]. (Some say that it was brought from her house, some that the svekrva made it, and some deny the existence of this custom altogether, saying that the bride only throws a kravajče at her own house – but I have filmed several weddings where it was done.) Before entering, the svekrva takes the bride's right hand, dips the second-and third-fingers into a cup of honey and smears the threshold with them. Most often, the bride smears the upper threshold only and does this three times, making a cross each time. (However, there is much disagreement here both in description and in practice. Some smear both upper and lower threshold, either three times each, or else a total of three times. Some smear upper, lower, (their) left and right sides of the threshold, thus making a large cross (with the left-to-right crossing of the Orthodox church.). In that case, they repeat it three times. Some, don't make a cross at all.) After each smear by the bride, the svekrva wipes the spot with a cloth. (Again, some people don't do this.) [In any case, this is done that the bride be as sweet as honey in her new house.] The bride and groom, followed by the others, enter the house under an ox yoke which two men hold above the threshold. As each person enters, they strike him on the back a few times. [This is done that the couple be sitni, i.e., that they be rich, lucky and have many children; the yoke being indirectly connected with grain.] In entering the house, the bride must step first with her right foot. Once inside, the bride is led to the fireplace where the svekrva takes her head and gently taps it three times on the wall or mantle piece of the fireplace [that she stay at home and be a good wife]. By now, the cloth has been removed from the couple's shoulders and the groom may have gone to his room. The crowns have been removed, and together with the flag, will be returned to the church from which they were borrowed for the wedding. The candles have been put out and will be saved for Christmas. The breads. too, have been removed from the bride, to be eaten that week. Now the kum takes a rolling pin and uses it to roll up the bride's veil. He twice lifts it back over her head but lets it back down. The third time he places it back over her head.  After he has done this, the bride gifts the kum and svekor. Then the svekrva sits on a chair and puts in her lap a cap (or three caps) of a male child with living parents. The bride sits in her lap three times. [In either case, this is done so that the bride's first child will be male.] Now, while sitting in the svekrva’s lap, the bride combs a bit of wool. [This is done so that the bride will work in her new house and not be lazy.] Finally, the svekrva gives the bride some honey or candy. This is either done from mouth to mouth, or else in a spoon. [It is done so that the bride and her mother-in-law, the svekrva, will not quarrel.]

"Na rajkija". After the customs surrounding the bride's entry into the new house are completed, the bride is led to the groom's room where she rests. The celebration in the yard continues for a while, but soon everyone rests, and the kum, if he is of the same village, may be escorted home by the groom, bride, guests and orchestra. About 6 PM. the bride's father goes out to invite all the relatives na rajkija at the groom's, and when they have all gathered at his house, they set off. In the meantime, the kum has again been invited with the orchestra, and now, he and the groom's relatives have all returned to the groom's where they await the rajkijari. When they arrive, the bride's family is greeted and hosted. Whereas they have come na rajkija, rajkija was once the main drink at this occasion, along with wine, but now most guests demand and get beer and soft drinks. While they are there, the rajkijari break glasses and dishes and steal some, which they later return. This is considered to be "revenge" for the similar actions perpetrated by the groom’s party at the stroj. After about one hour, they return to the bride's, and from there to their own homes. At the groom' s the celebration and dancing continue until about 9PM, when the guests are seated for dinner which the groom's immediate family and bratimi serve. (Earlier, during this dinner, the bratimi, bride and groom came before the table at which sat the kum and svekor, and there, together, they slowly bowed deeply from the waist and equally slowly straightened up – called guvenje.) Then they return to the groom's room where they eat. After dinner the celebration continues. When, about 11 PM, it is time for the couple to retire, the kum orders it and the couple come to kiss his hand. The groom then goes to his room, but the older (married) best man takes the bride and leads a dance with her next to him. He eventually leads it into the house and to the couple's room. Then he locks the door and takes an earthen jug and breaks it on the door. When he does this, all the guests become even more jubilant. At this time, the best men grab the svekrva's head kerchief and set it afire. Others grab kerchiefs off some of the other women as well. The bratimi also grab a rooster, kill it and give it to the cook, or avčica, to fry. Then they all sit down to eat in honor of the couple. They eat the fried rooster and pitulica prepared by the svekrva, and they all toast the couple. When they finish eating, they all go home.  

The morning after the wedding. (Earlier, they all arose earIy that morning, and if the guests had gone home, they returned. The kum and close relatives were invited with the orchestra. They all sat at a table and ate breakfast and drank cold rajkija. Then the kum ordered the bratimi to go to the couple's room and get the sheet and the dress the bride slept in. The shirt was placed in a basket with the sheet on top and it was passed about the table. 34 

According to my informants, if the bride was not a virgin, their happiness may have been diminished and the sheet might not be passed about, but blaga rajkija was drunk and the bride wasn't returned home as in some other areas. Now, about 7 AM, they prepared to go "na voda". In fact, the brides would all attempt to get there as ear1y as possible.) 

In the morning, they again go out to gather the kum and close relatives with the orchestra, and then they prepare to go to the water about 11 AM. Before they go, the bride hands out articles of her clothing which she brought with her. These are worn by the best men and many of the other relatives, both male and female. Whereas earlier, these consisted mainly of her woolen aprons, she now hands out skirts, dresses, blouses, etc. as well as aprons, and many of the men put on scarves on their heads, lipstick on their lips, rouge on their cheeks. and a few might go so far as to stuff a bra to effect breasts. At this time the svekor brings out the blaga or topla rajkija which is prepared by heating rajkija with sugar in it, and they all drank. [This is in celebration of the bride’s virginity – although they no longer actually check the sheets or her shift for signs of blood.]  For the next hour or so, while they go to the water, several of the males are continually passing through the crowd, passing out shots of this blaga rajkija. To drive the main road through the town at this time when there might be several weddings all gathered at the lake, could subject the driver to the need to drink several shots of this just to make it through!

Before they set off, the kum leads an oro with the bride next to him. She is dressed in her bridal clothing and carries an earthen jug or glass pitcher in each hand. After the dance, they head off to the water (the lake), some dancing and some walking. The bride carries the pitchers and others carry baskets of gifts. While the bride is at the water, the orchestra plays for the guests and other villagers to dance in a nearby open area. At the water, a boy is asked to fill the jugs with water. He does this and then pours some water for the bride to wash her face and eyes three times. Then she pours water for him three times and gifts him with a towel. [This is done so that the bride will bear male children.] She also pours for and gifts the kum, best men, the svekor and svekrva. The bride gives them gifts which she brought with her in her prike. Then various other relatives of the groom come forward and are gifted by the bride. They receive gifts which were actually purchased for the occasion by the svekor. After the gifting is finished, they return home, the bride bringing the pitchers full of water. When they arrive home, the bride puts the pitchers down, gets some firewood, and brings the wood inside to the fire. The guests are served lunch and then they all go home. The musicians are paid and leave.

